Cleaning and Disinfection

CLEANING

Removes foriegn material
(ie dirt, dust, bodily fluids)
from surfaces

e Does not kill germs

e Uses soap and water or
detergents

e The key to cleaning is
the use of friction to

remove germ and debris

BOTH DISINFECTION

Can kill Viruses and Bacteria
that remain on surfaces after
Cleaning

Cleaning before disinfection
is essential

Products used in your facility Disinfectants must:

must be: ‘
e have a DIN*

* used according to e be active against germs in
manufacturer instructions healthcare settings

» (I.e contact time, dilution) e work quickly at room
e compatible with surfaces temperature
in your facility e require minimal mixing

e have low irritancy and
allergenic characteristic
e be environmentally safe

Healthcare facilities should
limit the number of
disinfectants to reduce errors

*A DIN is an 8-digit number given by Health Canada that confirms it is approved for use in Canada. Ensure to
check the expiry dates on your products. Household bleach may not have a DIN, but is an effective

disinfectant. Please use appropriate dilution.

Reference: PIDAC: Best practices for environmental cleaning for ... (2018, April).
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/b/2018/bp-environmental-cleaning.pdf
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