Point-of-Care Risk Assessment (PCRA)

Point-of-Care Risk Assessment: A healthcare worker performs a standard procedure to evaluate the infection risk and
the likelihood of transmission before engaging with a resident. Following this assessment, suitable intervention

strategies are selected for the specific task.

Before interacting with a resident, evaluate the resident, environment, and task.

RESIDENT

Ask Yourself:
What is the residents health
status? Are they
Immunocompromised?
Does the resident have any new
symptoms?
What is the residents cognitive
status?
Can they practice respiratory
etiquette or perform hand
hygiene?
Can they follow direction or
instructions?
Is this resident on any
additional precautions?

ENVIRONMENT

Ask Yourself:

Where am | doing my task?

Is the resident sharing a room
or bathroom with another
resident?

Am | ina common area?

Can physical distancing be
maintained?

Are products for cleaning and
disinfection readily available?

TASK

Ask Yourself:

e What type of task will | be

performing?

Will | be performing direct care

such as assisting with toileting,

bed bath or a dressing change?

or am | delivering medication or
a meal?

e Will I be in contact with any

blood or body fluid such as
emptying a catheter bag?

Can | cluster tasks to reduce the
frequency of direct contact?

e Am | trained, equipped and

ready for the task?

Reference: Public Health Ontario. (n.d.-b). IPAC Core Competencies - risk assessment and chain of transmission.

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/I/2020/ipac-core-accessible-cot%20course.pdf?

[+a=en&sc_lang=en&hash=C3D541142CD9894BF796E3EOE4E56B2B

4¢ HALTON
F IPAC HUB




