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• Roles and Responsibilities
• Review of 2024-2025 

Season
• Respiratory Outbreak 

Preparedness
• Influenza Outbreak 

Preparedness
• Respiratory Virus Tools
• Reporting Cases/Outbreaks
• Holiday Gatherings
• Questions

Agenda
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Halton PHU:
• Prevention and 

Preparedness
• Case & Contact 

Management
• Outbreak Management
• Coordination and 

Communication

Halton IPAC Hub:
• Educational supports 

for IPAC programs
• Supporting 

implementation of IPAC 
best practices

• Support assessments 
and IPAC audits

• Provide mentorship to 
IPAC leads

Roles and Responsibilities
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Outbreak Trivia
Which 2 respiratory agents accounted for more than 
half of all respiratory outbreaks in Halton from 
September 2024 to August 2025?

1. RSV and COVID-19
2. Influenza A and Parainfluenza
3. COVID-19 and Influenza A
4. Rhinovirus and Enterovirus
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2024-2025 Season
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Outbreak Preparedness
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IPAC Policies and Procedures
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PPE 
❑Minimum 2-week supply of PPE
❑Ordering process using the PPE Supply Portal
❑Contingency plan

https://www.ppesupply.ontario.ca/signin.html?vid=20201001001
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Lab Specimens/Test Results
❑ Adequate supply of NPS
❑ Adequate supply of COVID-19 RATs
❑Trained staff to collect specimens
❑OLIS/Connecting Ontario for test results
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Influenza Outbreaks
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Antivirals

Pre-arranged antiviral orders

Creatinine levels

Arrangement with local pharmacy

No Immunization + No Tamiflu= Not Working
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Influenza Preparedness

Residents with 
independent 

physicians

Early 
discussion

Staff antivirals 
from 

pharmacies
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Respiratory Virus Tools

Halton Virus Activity Dashboard

Public Health Ontario-
Respiratory Virus Tool

Available year round
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Reporting Cases/Outbreak

PublicHealthOM@halton.ca

Symptomatic? Isolate and Test

2 or more residents with symptoms, report to Halton Congregate OB 
Team

OB measures can be implemented while awaiting test results

Critical in Influenza outbreaks- First 48 hours

Business hours: 905-825-6000 ext. 7341 or PublicHealthOM@halton.ca

After hours: 905-825-6000 ext. 0 or 311

mailto:PublicHealthOM@halton.ca
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Holiday Gatherings

• Celebrate safely
• Hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette
• Cohorting
• Social distancing
• Universal masking
• Gatherings during outbreaks
• Passive/Active screening



2025 ENTERIC OUTBREAK PREPAREDNESS
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Total Enteric Outbreaks in LTC/RH
(as of Aug 31, 2025)
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Enteric Outbreaks (LTC/RH) in Halton 

2024 vs. 2025



23

Total Enteric Outbreaks in Halton

2023-2025 

(as of Aug 31)
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Viral Enteric Agents

*Consultation required for declaring OB over
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Outbreak Definition 

• Two individuals (resident and/or 

staff) meeting case definition

• Case definition

• Staff or resident with 2 or more 

unexpected episodes of diarrhea 

and/or vomiting within 24 hours

• Resolved date

• Case is 48 hours symptom free
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Enteric Line List
• Fillable PDF can be used by staff and emailed to the assigned 

PHI daily

• Only list ill residents who meet case definition.
• Complete a separate list for residents and staff.

• If unsure, consult with PHI.



Enteric Sample 

Collection Tips

I. Public Health will 

provide the sample 

requisition and vials

I. Public Health will 

advise which vial to 

use based on OB 

assessment. 

I. Do not send enteric 

outbreak samples to 

your private lab as 

these must go to the 

PHOL.
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Public Health enteric sample collection 
vials may look different compared to your 
home’s private lab (i.e. LifeLabs, Dynacare, 
etc.)

Enteric samples collected 
during an outbreak MUST 
be picked up by Halton 
Region Public Health.

Call your assigned PHI if unsure or have 
questions



Specimen Submission Activity
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Why did 
the stool 
specimen 

get 
rejected?



√
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Specimen Submission
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Specimen Submission
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√

Specimen Submission



PPE for Staff

Staff to do a POINT OF CARE 
RISK ASSESSMENT to 
determine the type of PPE to 
wear 

Gloves

Facial protection

Gown

 Ensure staff are trained on 
hand hygiene
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Looking forward to 

Thanksgiving or 

Christmas events? 
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Social activities in all affected 
areas in outbreak should be 
suspended for the duration of 
the outbreak

Consider postponing outside 
agency visits (non-essential) 
and events until outbreak is 
over

Do not rent out community 
rooms during outbreak



Enteric Outbreak Review
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Let’s check our knowledge Best 
Answer

During an enteric Outbreak, a case can be taken out of isolation 
after they are 48 hours symptom free.

True

Staff can send the stool specimen via the home’s private lab. False

Staff should receive IPAC training onsite, which includes hand 
hygiene and environmental cleaning procedures

True

False

Contact AND droplet precautions are needed, when there is a risk 
of being exposed to body fluids. True

Staff in charge of updating the line listing, can send updates 
once a week to the Public Health Inspector assigned to the OB.
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Thank you.

Questions?
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